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WARNING: These questions and discussion points contain
spoilers. Please do not read on if you haven’t already read
Come a Little Closer.

Come a Little Closer tells the story of a young woman who turns to
a person she trusts in a moment of need, and finds herself lostin a
life she doesn’t recognise but from which she can see no escape.
But how did she get there?

Believing that she is never going to be able to rid herself of her
boyfriend lan, a man who has become increasingly manipulative in
the time they have been together, she seeks refuge with an elderly
couple she met on holiday until she can get her life back together again. But when she wakes up in the
bath to find blood being washed from her body, she begins to think she is losing her mind. Is it true
what they are telling her? Could she really have killed lan?

As the story unfolds, the reader begins to understand that not only is our protagonist trapped, but there
are two other women living down in the cellar where she is sent to hide. And they are both called
Judith.

Come a Little Closer is a story about making poor judgements and not knowing who to trust — yourself,
or those who are telling you what to do and who you are.

DISCUSSION POINTS

1. At the start of the book, Callie (at that point unnamed) meets Thea and the doctor. Are there
any warning signs that they are not the mild-mannered elderly couple they seem to be?

2. When Callie returns from her holiday and finds that lan is refusing to move out, what options
might she consider at that point, given that he is declaring a beneficial interest in her home?
How might you have reacted?

3. When Tom Douglas discovers the body at Pennington Flash, what did you believe had happened
to the girl? When you learned how she died, how did you feel about it?

4. When did you first start to be alarmed about Callie living in the house with Thea and Garrick?

5. After Callie returns to see lan and throws his clothes out of the window, we realise that she has
been given a drug designed to make her aggressive. What did you think about her reaction to lan
during that visit?

6. When Callie wakes up in the bath with Thea washing blood from her body, what did you think
had happened?

7. Callie finds herself in the cellar with two other women who are both called Judith. What did you
think was happening at that point? Why did you think they were there?
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Garrick says that trust is important in any relationship, and this is a theme throughout the book.
Discuss the trust issues that arise between the various characters and how they might have been
resolved.

How convinced were you that Callie killed lan? If you thought that maybe she didn’t, what did
you think when she saw the crime scene tape?

Tom’s brother, Jack, makes another appearance in this book. Discuss the dilemma that Tom
always seems to find himself in when his brother turns up.

When Thea and Garrick stop visiting the women in the cellar, what did you think might have
happened? Were you surprised at the outcome?

Callie returns home believing that lan will be safely behind bars until she can get the locks
changed, but Garrick gets inside her head, and she raises a cleaver above lan’s head. Until this
point, how were you expecting the book to end?

What feelings did the book leave you with?

If you had the opportunity to ask the author a question about the book, what would it be?



